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MY LEGENDARY GIRLFRIEND

A hilarious novel for anyone who has ever dumped,

been dumped or lived in a dump

WRITTEN BY

MIKE GAYLE

“Love ain’t supposed to feel bad” 

Oprah Winfrey 
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My Legendary Girlfriend

Written by

Mike Gayle

“The only way life can really mean something is if you give it away. It’s a shame though because if you do give it away, you don’t get the chance to fully appreciate 
the splendour of it.”

William “Will” Kelly is an English teacher, a film fan, a pot noodle expert, and an ex boyfriend to Aggi. His ex girlfriend, Aggi, dumped him on his twenty-third birthday. Now, three years later, he’s still in love with her, and he just can’t get over her.

Will lives in a flat in London, he can’t even cook spaghetti hoops in his decrepit flat without setting off the communal smoke alarm. 

He’s got three friends: Alice (his best female friend), Simon (his best male friend) and Kate (the previous tenant of the decrepit flat). Will’s lifeline is his telephone, he loves talking and he does it a lot.

Agnes Elisabeth Peters, more known as Aggi, is Will’s ex girlfriend since three years, his Legendary Girlfriend. You don’t really get to know Aggi well in the novel, only through Will’s thoughts about her. He describes her as the most wonderful human being on earth. 

The problem is that she hasn’t spoken to him in nearly three years. 

Aggi does come to see him once, after he’s upset her and her new boyfriend, the rugby playing Toby. Will told Toby that when Aggi and he were still together she’d been unfaithful (with Simon), and that he should be careful as she’s an “evil bitch”. 

That’s not a very nice thing to say about someone, not even to your enemy, and in this case he was still in love with her when he said it. 

Simon is Will’s best friend. He is good at “chatting up” girls, but he’s never as interested in them as he is in himself. He used to date Kate Freemans (Will was unaware that when he asked her to marry him), and he “chatted up” Aggi once. That’s about all you find out about him (I think).

Martina is the one-night-stand who calls Will one week later to tell him she’s pregnant and that she loves him. Unfortunately, for her, Will is trying to find a way of telling her that it’s not going to work. He doesn’t like her at all, she was a mistake.

Kate Freemans is the previous tenant of Will’s decrepit flat. They’ve never met but they’ve talked about everything on the phone. One day, I believe it was on his birthday (Sunday), Will asked her to marry him (they’d only known each other for one or two days). As I don’t want to reveal the end I won’t tell you what happened.

Alice is his absolutely best friend, or is she his legendary girlfriend? She is the one who remembers his birthday and the one he calls whenever he’s feeling down. When her boyfriend Bruce left her Will helped her to get revenge. They (Will was with her on the phone) bleached his favorite clothes, painted his black shoes white, let his hi-fi take a bath, and they cut the toes out of all his socks. 

Passage 1

Will has got lots of funny laws in his life this is one of them:

“Kelly’s first Law of Relationships:

No woman who finds Simon attractive will ever be interested in me”

Self- confidence, what’s that? He must really think he’s a looser. He can’t be that ugly, or can he? As he doesn’t exist in real life I don’t know, but if that’s how he feels then I feel sorry for him. 

Passage 2
Friday night…

“All week I’d been a Teacher. But what I wanted now was to be a human being”

Does that mean that teachers aren’t humans? ´Cause if that’s the case, it explains why some teachers are so weird (don’t show this to anyone who looks weird, because if that “person” is an alien “it” might want to kill me, and I don’t want to die…).

I guess that some teachers don’t enjoy being teachers, but then I don’t know why they’ve chosen to become teachers in the first place. 

Well, I hope that’s not how the teachers at Nola feel, and that they can be human beings during the weeks too.

Passage 3

Martina (the girl he’s trying to dump) calls Will in the middle of the night, which makes him quite angry. He feels as self-centered as his friend Simon, finally he’s totally and completely out of guilt He feels like Sean Connery as James Bond. He can love them and leave them and not care because, at last, he doesn’t care about anyone but himself. He’s limbering up for the kill.

“ ´I’ve got to tell you something. Look it’s not you it’s…´

´I’m late, ´ said Martina abruptly. ´

´It’s nearly four in the morning, ´ I replied, ´of course you’re late. London’s not in a different time zone, Martina, half four in the morning in Nottingham is half four in the morning here too. This isn’t Australia, you know. ´”

This passage is funny; he really doesn’t get the message. She’s desperately trying to tell him she’s pregnant and he keeps babbling about the time, and the fact that it’s nearly five o’clock in the morning. I feel kind of sorry for her, she seems scared and confused, and he isn’t helping. Fortunately it later turns out that she wasn’t pregnant after all.

Passage 4

Two other laws, which Will has made up…

“In this time I learned the two laws of looking for accommodation in London:

1. Never trust a landlord while he’s still breathing.

2. The only good landlords are four dead landlords.” 

I’ve never had to look for accommodation in London (or in Sweden), so I can’t tell if his “statements” are true or not. I guess he’s overreacting a little. I bet not all landlords are evil, even if many of them might be. Or, am I wrong?

Passage 5

This passage is taken from “Part one of a two part conversation on death: Her way of thinking” (Kate’s way of thinking)

“ People don’t think about death very much these days, do they? They seem to spend their whole life avoiding it. Pensioners on the other hand think about it constantly.”

I wonder if that’s true. Well of course not every pensioner think about death constantly, but maybe they think about death more than anyone of my age. I actually don’t think about death that often, not my own death anyway. I do think about my grandma’s though, I wonder if she’s scared or if she isn’t as she’s told me. I hope she meant it when she said that it’s the best that can happen to her, that she’ ready to go “home”, and that when I’m her age I’ll feel the same way about “kicking the bucket”. But I’m afraid I won’t, as she trusts God with her life, and I don’t, and I don’t know if I ever will.

Passage 6

Will is at a pub and he’s really feeling down. It’s the day before his birthday (Saturday), he has no friends, he hates his job and he can’t get over his ex-girlfriend. 

“This, I thought to myself, I can safely say is the lowest point in my life. As to prove this proposition I began to search through my mental catalogue of disasters.

· Losing my Action Man at the age of six.

· Accidentally leaving my Maths homework at home when I was thirteen.

· Failing my O-level French at sixteen.

· Being dumped by Aggi at the age of twenty-three.

In five minutes that was all I could come up with. “

What a disaster, losing an Action Man! How could he? I chose this passage ´cause it shows that his life isn’t really that messed up. Of course it isn’t fun to hate your job, but no one is forcing him to continue teaching. He does have friends, but he believes they don’t care about him just because they don’t call him all the time. 

Passage 7

Bruce has left Alice for someone else and Will is helping Alice to get revenge. They’ve already let his hi-fi take a bath, and they’ve boiled and bleached his clothes.

“Over the next hour we painted Bruce’s black Patrick Cox shoes in the white emulsion meant for the kitchen walls (Alice’s idea); cut the toes out of all his socks (Alice’s idea again); cut his face out of every photo in the flat and burnt them while I played the soundtrack to South Pacific down the phone (my idea); rubbed his toothbrush in the cat crap in the kitchen (my idea, obviously); and threw his leather briefcase, including all of the work-related documents within, off the bedroom balcony (a joint effort).”

What a revenge! I would never dare to do that, but it would be pretty cool seeing someone else do it. I don’t think it’s a good idea though, as the other person might get very angry and report it to the police. But she must have had so much fun doing it. 

“My Legendary Girlfriend” is written sort of like a diary only instead of days it’s hours. The story takes place during four days Friday-Monday. 

The novel is funny and I enjoyed reading it. It was quite confusing to read sometimes (hard to know who’s dumped who etc…), but it makes you think about life in another way. All the questions about life and death made me think about my own life and all the things that have happened recently. 

The novel is about being dumped and so on, but I’ve never experienced that and still I could relate to the novel in many ways. That has to mean that it’s a book for everyone, not only the poor, dumped ones.
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